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INSTRUCTIONS FOR CHANGE OF NAME OF AN ADULT
Instructions for Completing Dom Rel 60

Introduction:
You must be an adult to use this form (age 18 or older). Do not use this form if you are 

filing to have a child’s name changed.  Use DOM REL 62 instead.
You must be a resident of the County in which you are filing for a name change.
You may not use these forms to change a name in connection with an adoption or a divorce.
For more information, read Maryland Rule 15-901.

General:

To change your name you must file a Petition for Change of Name.  A notice of the request
must be published in a newspaper of general circulation in the county in which you reside unless the
Court grants a waiver of publication. You will need to check with the Clerk of Court regarding
publication of the Notice.  In some jurisdictions publication arrangements are the responsibility of the
party asking for publication.  In other jurisdictions the Clerk of Court will arrange to have the Notice
published.   After the notice has been published, other persons are given the opportunity to object.  If
someone objects, that person must file an objection and send a copy of the objection to you.  You will
have 15 days to respond to the objection by filing a written response with the Court.  If you want the
court to hold a hearing on the objection, include a Request for Hearing or Proceeding, DOM REL 59,
with your response.

Instructions:

> STEP 1 — Completion of the Petition for Change of Name (Adult), Notice for Publication
and Order for Change of Name

A.  Fill out the Petition for Change of Name, as indicated.
B.  Sign the Petition.
C.  Fill out the top section and first paragraph of the Notice for Publication.  Leave the second

paragraph blank.
D.  Fill out the Order for Change of Name, except for the date and Judge’s signature.

>STEP 2 — Attachment of Birth Certificate

Attach to the documents to be filed with the court, a copy of your birth certificate or other
document reflecting your current name (the one you want to change from).
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>STEP 3 — Filing of Documents

File the above documents with the Clerk of the court at the circuit court for the county in which
you reside.  Pay the filing fee.   You will need to check with the Clerk of Court regarding publication of
the Notice.  In some jurisdictions publication arrangements are the responsibility of the party asking for
publication.  In other jurisdictions the Clerk of Court will arrange to have the Notice published.  

>STEP 4 — Pay for the Publication of the Notice

The newspaper will send you an invoice to have the Notice published.  You are required to pay
this invoice.  Publication can be expensive.  After the Notice has been published you and the Clerk will
be sent a confirmation from the newspaper.

>STEP 5 — Consideration of Petition and Issuance of Order

After the Clerk receives the confirmation from the newspaper, they will send your Petition to a
judge.  The judge will review all of the information.  

If someone has contested the name change or if the judge has any questions about your petition,
then a hearing may be scheduled.  (Remember to respond to any objection within 15 days after you
receive it and include a Request for Hearing or Proceeding, DOM REL 59, if you want the court to
hold a hearing on the objection).  

If no one has contested the change, and everything has been done properly, then the judge may
sign the Order for Name Change.  You will receive a certified copy of the Order in the mail, and, for a
small fee, you may obtain additional certified copies of the Order from the Clerk.  You will need to use
a certified copy of the Order for Name Change to change your name at the Motor Vehicle
Administration (you may need other identification for this), the Bureau of Vital Statistics, Social Security
Administration, creditors, etc.
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Circuit Court for _________________________________________________________________
City or County

CIVIL–DOMESTIC CASE INFORMATION REPORT
Directions:

Plaintiff: This Information Report must be completed and attached to the complaint filed with the Clerk of

Court unless your case is exempted from the requirement by the Chief Judge of the Court of Appeals pursuant to 

Rule 2-1 11.  A copy must be included for each defendant to be served.

Defendant: You m ust file an Info rmation  Report a s required  by Rule 2 -323(h).

THIS INFORMATION RE PORT CANNOT  BE ACCEPTED AS AN AN SWER OR RESPON SE.
 
FORM FILED BY: � PLAINTIFF � DEFENDANT CASE NUMBE R:_______________________ 

(Clerk to insert)

CASE NAME: _____________________________________   v   _________________________________________
Plaintiff Defendant

PART Y’S NA ME:_ _____ _____ _____ _____ _____ _____ _____ ____ P HON E: (      )                                                      
(Daytime phone)

ADDRESS: _____________________________________________________________________________________

PART Y’S AT TOR NEY ’S NAM E: ____ _____ _____ _____ _____ ___ P HON E: (      )                                                      

ATTORNEY ’S ADDRESS:________________________________________________________________________ 

� I am not represented by an attorney

RELATED CASE PENDING?  � Yes � No If yes, Court and Case #(s), if known:______________________

Special Req uirements? � Interpreter/communication impairment Which language______________

(Attach Form 1-332 if Accommodation or Interpreter Needed) Which dialect________________

� ADA accommodation:___________________________________________

ALTERNATIVE DISPUTE RESOLUTION INFORMATION

Is this case app ropriate for  referral to an A DR pro cess under  Md. R ule 17-10 1? (Che ck all that app ly)

A. Mediation � Yes � No C. Settlement Conference � Yes � No

B. Arbitration � Yes � No D. Neutral Evaluation � Yes � No

IS THIS CASE CONTESTED? � Yes � No If yes, which issues appear to be contested?

� Ground for divorce

� Child Custody � Visitation

� Child Support

� Alimony � Permanent � Rehabilitative

� Use and  possession  of family home  and prop erty

� Marital property issues involving:

� Valuation of business � Pensions    � Bank ac counts/IRA ’s � Real Pro perty

� Other: _________________________________________________________________________

� Paternity

� Adoptio n/termination o f parental rights

� Other: ________________________________________________________________________________ 

Request is m ade for:  � Initial order  � Modification  � Contemp t  � Absolute Divorce  � Limited Divorce

For non-c ustody/visitation  issues, do you  intend to req uest:

� Court-appointed expert (name field)___________ � Mediation by a Court-sponsored settlement program

� Initial conference with the Court � Other: _____________________________________

For custod y/visitation issues, do  you intend to  request:

� Mediation by a private mediator  � Appointment of cou  nsel to repre  sent child (no  t just to

� Evaluation by mental health professional waive psychiatric privilege)

� Other Evaluation ____________________ � A conference with the Court

________________________________________________________________________________________

Is there an allegation of physical or sexual abuse of party or child? � Yes � No
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CASE NAME: ______________________ V _____________________ CASE NUM  BER: _____________________
Plaintiff Defendant (Clerk to insert)

TIME E  STIMA  TE FOR  A ME  RITS HEARING: _____  ___ ho  urs ____  ____ d  ays

TIME E STIMA TE FOR  HEAR ING OTH ER THA N A M ERITS HE ARING : _____ ___ ho urs ____ ____ d ays

___________________________________________ ______________________________________
Signature of Counsel/Party Date

___________________________________________
Print Na me

___________________________________________
Street Address

___________________________________________
City/State/ZIP



IN THE MATTER OF:

Your Current Name

Street Address

City, State, Zip

Telephone

IN THE

CIRCUIT COURT

FOR

Civil No.:

FOR CHANGE OF NAME TO:

New Name

*          *          *          *          *          *          *          *          *          *          *          *          *          *          *

*

*

*

*

*

*

PETITION FOR CHANGE OF NAME
(Adult)

(DOM REL 60)

TO THE HONORABLE, THE JUDGE OF SAID COURT:

Your Current Name

My name has been changed to the following since birth for the following reasons:
(List any reasons why your name may have changed since birth, for example, marriage).

                                              Name Changed To:                                                  Reason:

I have attached any documents that changed my name officially.

DR 60  (Rev. 9/2005)
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Petitioner, , respectfully represents
to this Court:

1. That I was born on , in ,
Your Birthdate Your Birthplace - City, State, County

and presently reside at
Present Address

2. That I was born
Your Birth Name

attached birth certificate.)

. (See copy of



            3.    Select one of the following:

I have never registered as a sexual offender; OR

I am or have previously been registered as a sexual offender under the following name:

            4.    I am requesting this change of name because:

            5.    I wish to change my name to:

.

Full Name as Registered

New Name

            6.    I hereby certify that the above change of name is not requested for any illegal or

                   fraudulent purposes.

WHEREFORE, I respectfully request that the Court pass an Order changing my name

from                                                                       to

.
Current Name New Name

I,                                                                             , solemnly affirm under the penalties of
perjury, that the contents of the foregoing paper are true to the best of my knowledge,
information and belief.

DR 60  (Rev. 9/2005)
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Your Current Name

Date Your  Signature

Your  Name - Printed

Address

City, State, Zip

Telephone
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IN THE MATTER OF: * IN THE

                                                                          * CIRCUIT COURT 
(your current name)

* FOR
FOR CHANGE OF NAME TO:

*                                                                           
                                                                    
(new name) * Civil No.:                                                             

* * * * * * * * * * * * **
NOTICE 

(Adult)
(DOM REL 61)

The above Petitioner has filed a Petition for Change of Name in which he/she seeks to
change his/her name from                                                                                          to

(your current legal name)

                                                                                 .  The petitioner is seeking a name change 
(name you want)

because:                                                                                                                                          

Any person may file an objection to the Petition on or before the                    day of 

                                                     ,                       .  The objection must be supported by an

affidavit and served upon the Petitioner in accordance with Maryland Rule 1-321.  Failure to file

an objection or affidavit within the time allowed may result in a judgment by default or the

granting of the relief sought.

A copy of this notice shall be published one time in a newspaper of general circulation in

the county/city at least fifteen (15) days before the deadline to file an objection.

                                                                             
CLERK
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Circuit Court for                                                                  Case No.                                        
City or County

                                                                                                                            
Name             Name

                                                                   VS.                                                               
Street Address Apt. #                   Street Address                                Apt. #            

                                              (      )                                                                 (     )                 
City                               State   Zip Code            Area Telephone City              State   Zip Code Area      Telephone

                              Code                                Code

Plaintiff     Defendant

CERTIFICATE OF PUBLICATION
(DOM REL 75)

I HEREBY CERTIFY that I caused the publication of the attached notice one time in the

following newspaper of general circulation:                                                                                     .
                                                                                      Name of Newspaper

The notice was published on                                                   , more than 15 days prior to the date 

specified in the notice for filing an objection to the Petition for Name Change.                    

 

                                                                                                 
Date Signature

Attach Notice Here
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IN THE MATTER OF * IN THE

                                                                          * CIRCUIT COURT 
(your current name)

* FOR
FOR CHANGE OF NAME TO

*                                                                           
                                                                    
(new name) * Civil No.:                                                             

* * * * * * * * * * * * **

ORDER FOR CHANGE OF NAME

1.  BASIS

The provisions of this order are based upon

[    ] An evidentiary hearing before a [    ] Judge     [    ] Master.

[    ] A ruling by the court without a hearing.

2.  ORDER

UPON CONSIDERATION of the Petition to Change Name filed in this matter, it is hereby

ORDERED that the name of                                                                                                                         be and the same is

changed to:                                                                                                                           

                                                                                                             

JUDGE
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